


• Founded in 1973 – 50th Anniversary Year!

• Advocacy +

• Financial and preservation assistance programs

• $59 million in loans & grants

• Generating 1 billion in restoration projects

• Expert pro bono technical advice

• Project management assistance 



• Launched in 1986

• Awarded over 1,600 grants 

• More than $15.6 million dollars  

• 840 congregations

• Throughout all of New York state

• Leveraging more than $750 million in restoration projects 

Sacred Sites Program



Sacred Sites Program

• Technical 

Assistance 

(referrals, site visits)

• Matching Grants for 

Planning & 

Implementing 

Exterior Restoration 

• Workshops

• Annual Open House



Sacred Sites Program



Sacred Sites Program

Initial matching grants of up to $15,000 fund

 restoration planning “soft costs”

• Conditions surveys

• Plans & 

Specifications

• Paint Analysis or 

Conservation studies



Grant Eligibility Checklist:

✓ Owned by a religious institution?

✓ Actively used for worship? 

✓ Listed on the National Register? 

✓ Or designated pursuant to a local landmarks 

ordinance?  

No 

retroactive 

grants

Two grant rounds 

annually, 1/15 

and 6/1

Matching grants 

typically fund an 

average of 30% of 

project cost

Grants range 

from $1,000 

to $50,000







Sacred Sites Program

Sacred Sites Grants of up to $50,000 fund major 

restoration projects

Typical Projects:  

Slate & Copper roofs, Steeple 

Reconstruction, masonry 

repair, window restoration 

Discrete Projects of $100,000 

to $1,000,000

Experienced Preservation 

Professional on Board







The Challenge of the “Match”

The congregation will need to match the majority of 

funds needed!
 

• For large projects, consider a capital campaign 

consultant
  

• Consult us early re: project eligibility – we don’t fund 

retroactively (once you are in contract or have begun 

work)
 

• Don’t apply for funds until you have:

1.  a well defined project, consultant/contractor proposal, 

or construction scope, estimates

2.  a plan for raising balance of funds

3.  a substantial $ amount raised and in hand



Conservancy’s Evaluation Rubric



Outreach – Community Programming



Sacred Sites Open House 3rd Weekend in May



Sacred Sites – Open House WeekendS
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ed
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Technical Assistance

www.nylandmarks.org

http://www.nylandmarks.org/


Other Resources

National Fund for Sacred Places

https://fundforsacredplaces.org/

LOI January, First Cut June, Final Awards October

Preserving Black Churches

https://savingplaces.org/black-churches

Q&A July, Applications August, Final Awards January

New York State CFA-EPF Restoration Grants

https://parks.ny.gov/grants/historic-preservation/default.aspx

Applications due July, Final Awards 

https://fundforsacredplaces.org/
https://savingplaces.org/black-churches
https://parks.ny.gov/grants/historic-preservation/default.aspx
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